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 Student Opportunities
•  Joint research projects—Vermont 

Law students collaborate on year-long 
research projects and travel to China 
to present research results together 
with their Chinese counterparts.

•  LLM fellowship—LLM fellows work 
closely with the China Partnership 
directors to help coordinate and 
implement projects, and they take  
the lead role in major projects.

•  Renmin exchange—Vermont Law 
students are eligible for a semester-
long exchange program at Renmin 
University of China Law School  
in Beijing. 
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•  Internships and Semesters in 
Practice—Opportunities are 
available in locations such as  
Hong Kong and Beijing. 

•  On-campus activities—Activities 
at VLS range from lectures, 
conferences, and workshops to 
weekly Chinese language and  
China discussion tables.

IN CHINA

Sun Yat-sen University School of Law

Center for Legal Assistance to Pollution 
Victims at the China University of  
Political Science and Law 

Renmin University of China Law School 

IN THE U.S. 

Vermont Law School

The China Environment Forum  
at the Woodrow Wilson  
International Center for Scholars 

For a current list of collaborating 
organizations in the U.S. and China,  
see www.vermontlaw.edu/china.
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 Advocacy
•  Advocacy centers—China’s  

first public-interest environmental  
law firm was established in Beijing, 
and the Environmental and Worker 
Health and Safety Advocacy Center was 
launched at Sun Yat-sen University.

•  Environmental justice exchange 
project—This program provides 
leadership training opportunities 
to Chinese and American young 
professionals active in environmental 
justice efforts. 

  Policy and Research
•  Improved environmental 

regulatory system—The 
partnership assists in developing 
municipal regulation and providing 
legal frameworks for environmental 
protection mechanisms.

•  Research projects—Research includes 
scholarly and policy papers on issues 
from air and water pollution to food 
and agriculture to climate policy. 

For information on the program team,  
current news, upcoming conferences  
and workshops, and more, visit  
www.vermontlaw.edu/china.

U.S.-China Partnership for Environmental Law 
Rapid economic growth has led to unprecedented environmental and 
health problems in China that extend far beyond its borders. China 
urgently needs leaders to implement and enforce environmental laws  
and regulations, as well as policymakers and educators to develop the  
next generation of environmental advocates. 

The U.S.-China Partnership for Environmental Law was founded in 2006  
to further the work of governmental and private organizations that  
address critical environmental and energy challenges; improve policy,  
law, and regulation; and develop sustainable best practices in 
environmental protection and energy regulation. Partnership programs 
enhance public participation and educate leaders through advocacy,  
policy, research, capacity building, and student opportunities.

  Capacity Building
•  Train-the-Trainers Programs—

Educators develop the skills and  
knowledge to train the next generation  
of environmental lawyers.

•  Leadership in environmental 
governance—Visiting scholars,  
students, and trainees in partnership 
programs have assumed active roles in 
NGOs, advocacy groups, and within 
the judiciary and the Ministry of 
Environmental Protection.

•  Capacity building within  
China’s judicial system— 
Improvements in environmental 
enforcement and adjudication are  
achieved through conferences and  
training workshops for lawyers, 
officials, and judges, including those  
in China’s Environmental Courts. 
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